
Region 3 Lead 
Forum

How Brownfields 
Resources Can Address 
Lead in Communities
October 2, 2019

Kristeen Gaffney
Chief, Brownfields & Revitalization Branch
215-814-2092
Gaffney.Kristeen@epa.gov







Brownfields & Public Health

Brownfields lead to disinvestment and deteriorating quality 
of life for communities

´ Contaminants, pollutants and exposure concerns 

´ Safety risks – trespassing, vandalism, derelict structures or foundations, controlled 
substances, homeless populations

´ Social and Economic – higher crime rates, higher vacancy rates, declining 
property values, reduce social capital

´ Environmental Justice

´ Sensitive populations





EPA’s Brownfields Support
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´Grant Activities (5 types of competitive grants offered):
´Brownfields Assessment/Planning (up to $600K)
´Brownfields Cleanup (up to $500K)
´Multipurpose (up to $800K)
´Revolving Loan Fund (up to $800K)
´Environmental Workforce Development & Job Training  ($200K)         

´ FREE Technical Assistance (non-competitive):
´Brownfields Site Assessments  (TBA)
´Brownfields Project consulting (TAB) 
´Financial Project Planning (CDFA)
´Community engagement (Groundworks)
´Brownfields Federal Programs Guide
´Other technical support 

RFPs for FY20 Funding will be released this week and 
proposals due in December!



How to Apply for Grants

´ Annual competition ~ $70 million awards

´ The guidelines for FY20 funding – early October.  
Applications will be due 12/3.

´ FY20=Assessment, RLF and Cleanup.  No multi-
purpose.  No Job Training.

´ Submit through Grants.gov

´ EPA will host a webinar on how to apply
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Current Brownfields Community Funding –
Where will the next big redevelopment be?

´ Lynchburg
´ $300K Assessment grant

´ Wilmington
´ $300k Assessment grant
´ Just completed a $200k planning grant

´ $200K Job Training grant (West End)

´ Baltimore
´ Two $200k Assessment grants

´ Norfolk
´ $300k Assessment
´ $200k Planning grant

´ Scranton
´ $600k Assessment grant with Lackawanna 

County

´ Richmond
´ $600k Assessment grant

´ Huntington
´ $400k Assessment grant

´ $800k RLF grant

´ $200k Job Training grant (Coalfields)
´ $500k Cleanup grant

´ $600k Assessment grant with Reg 2 planning



Before After

Lancaster, PA
Contaminated site

Now Roberto Clemente park and 
playground 



Before After

Roanoke, VA
Crystal Tower Building old hotel now 
Ponce de Leon Apartments

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-
10/documents/epa_oblr_successstory_crystal_tower.pdf



Before After

Canton Crossing
Baltimore, MD

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-
11/documents/2_canton_crossing_success_story.pdf



Before After

Gunther Brewery
Baltimore, MD

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-
04/documents/gunther_brewery_baltimore.pdf



Stone Brewery, Richmond, VA

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2019-
09/documents/cheers_to_a_revitalized_neighborhood.pdf



Before

After

Former Hi-Tech Gas 
Station

Now Community 
Parking Area and 

Greenspace
Wilmington, DE https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-

11/documents/de-wilmington.pdf



Wilmington, DE – Harper Thiel 
electroplater becomes 
Wilmington Brew Works and 
restaurant.https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2019-

03/documents/brownfields_to_brewery.pdf



• Provides places for business growth and job creation

• Removes blight and improves community health and 

appearance

• Restores/enhances the local tax base

• Utilizes existing infrastructure

• Protects the region’s environment and reduces urban sprawl
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BENEFITS OF BROWNFIELDS 
REVITALIZATION



Region 3 Brownfields
Program Snapshot 
(2018) 

´ Over 2,200 sites assessed or cleaned up
´ Over $121 Million awarded to close to 375 

community entities
´ Annually, manage 80-100 open grants 

valued at $30M-$40M
´ Thousands of Jobs created
´ Billions leveraged.



How we can
help
´ Check our website for tools and resources on all types of BF reuse options

´ Workshops for communities
´ Brownfields Basics (101)

´ Grant writing – how to write a successful proposal

´ Brownfields 201 – leveraging resources

´ Targeted Brownfields Assessments

´ Brownfields state liaisons

´ Brownfields mailing list (stay in the know)
´ Monthly email blast on funding, training, resources and tools

´ New Jersey Institute of Technology - http://www.njit.edu/tab/

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields

Check out EPA’s 
Brownfields 
Federal Program Guide

http://www.njit.edu/tab/

