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The Environmental Finance Center 
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The EFC: Who are we?  
Applying a financing lens 

across sectors . . . 

• Technical Assistance 
• Stormwater 
• Green Infrastructure 
• Agriculture 
• Air Quality  
• Climate & Energy  
• Sustainability  
• Program & Policy Analysis 
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Green Infrastructure: EFC’s Point of View 
A resource management approach with the capacity to: 
 

• Reduce implementation costs 
• Deliver benefits that serve multiple community priorities 
• Engage the private sector 
• Spur behavior change through the marketplace 
• Provide return on investment to local economies 
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Telling the 
financing 

story 
through 

the use of 
graphics 
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Green Infrastructure Financing Map 

Twenty communities 
Diverse drivers, geography, scales, approach 
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Green Infrastructure Finance:  Components 
Successful green infrastructure financing tends to rely on: 

• A consensus driven plan 
• Strong leadership and leading by example 
• Leveraging multiple financing mechanisms 
• Collaboration with a network of partners 
• Careful communications, messaging , and outreach 
• Making the business case for green infrastructure 
• Incentivizing participation from the private sector 
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Community Examples 
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Developing a Plan 

Also in Pittsburgh: 
• Guidance on reuse of vacant lands 
• Pilot projects that help 

communities visualize solutions 

Also in Spokane: 
• Urban tree initiative 
• Stormwater utility 
• SRF funding 
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Leadership and Setting the Example 

Also in Tucson: 
• Action plan for water sustainability 
• LID & GI guidance manuals 
• Estimating value of benefits 

Also in Chicago: 
• Coordination with school system and DOT 
• CNT partnership engages residents and 

businesses 
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Leveraging Multiple Financing Mechanisms 



www.efc.umd.edu  www.efc.umd.edu  

Partnership and Collaboration 

Also in Puyallup: 
• Planning for future growth 

• Incentivizing residential BMPs 

Also in Omaha: 
• Watershed fee 
• Grants  
• World O! 

Water 
• Ordinances 
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Communications and Outreach 

Also in Norfolk: 
• Stormwater utility, regional 

planning, and urban tree canopy 
Also in Warrington: 
• Other grants, partnerships, 

leveraging local priorities 
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Making 
the 

Business 
Case 
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Engaging the Private Sector 
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What’s Next ? 
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Creative Use of the SRF 
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Emerging Bond Markets 

Also in the District: 
• Stormwater utility 
• Credit trading 

program 
• Technical support for 

residential BMPs 
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Regionalization 
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Summary Findings 
Successful green infrastructure financing tends to rely on: 

• Local ownership of the solution 
• Collaboration and partnerships 
• Leveraging multiple financing mechanisms 
• Engaging the private sector in the solution 

 

Emerging trends include: 
• Getting creative with the State Revolving Loan Fund 
• Green Bonds 
• Regionalization 
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Contact Information 

Environmental Finance Center 
University of Maryland 
www.efc.umd.edu  

Jennifer Cotting 
Research Associate – Green Infrastructure 
(301) 405-5495 
jcotting@umd.edu 
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